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What is Claimed is: 

1. A method of creating a polarized digital work, wherein the digital work 
includes digital content and resource information for use by an application that transforms 
digital content into presentation data, comprising: 

generating a polarization seed for use in a polarization scheme; 

generating a system resource by copying a portion of the digital work's resource 
information, wherein the system resource includes resource information specific to the 
digital work for use by the appUcation; and 

polarizing the digital work in accordance with a first polarization scheme which 
polarizes the digital content while preserving the resource information, using the 
polarization seed; 

polarizing the system resource in accordance with a second polarization scheme 
using the polarization seed; and 

wherein the appUcation uses the polarized system resource to transform the 
polarized digital work into clear presentation data. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the first polarization scheme and the 
second polarization scheme are the same. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the polarization seed comprises a random 
number, 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the polarization seed comprises a system 
characteristic of a user's system. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the polarization seed comprises an 
authorization code for a user received firom a trusted source. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the polarization seed comprises a dynamic 
system characteristic of a user's system, which varies as a function of time, and further 
comprising repolarizing the polarized digital work and the polarized system context using 
the dynamic system characteristic each time the application is accessed for transformation 
of the digital work into presentation data, 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital work comprises a document 
comprising digital content and format information. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the resource information comprises an 
environment of resource elements including display coordinates, volume, color palette 
and font tables. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the polarization seed comprises a dynamic 
system characteristic of an intended user system. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital work comprises a digital audio 
work comprising an audio stream and resource information comprising sample rate, 
sample type and sample form. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital work comprises a digital video 
work comprising a video stream and resource information comprising sample rate, 
sample type and sample form, 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital work comprises a first 
audio/video stream and a second audio/video stream and wherein the first audio/video 
stream is polarized and further comprising mixing the polarized first audio/video stream 
with the second audio/video stream. 
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13. A protected digital work for use by an application which transforms digital 
content into presentation data, comprising: 

a digital work including digital content and resource information, wherein the 
digital content has been polarized in accordance with a first polarization scheme which 
polarizes the digital content using a polarization seed while preserving the resource 
information, wherein the resource information is used by the application for transforming 
the digital content into presentation data; and 

a system resource comprising a copy of a portion of the digital work's resource 
information, wherein the system resource has been polarized in accordance with a second 
polarization scheme using the polarization seed; and 

wherein the application uses the polarized system resource to transform the 
polarized digital work into clear presentation data without revealing the digital content. 

14. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the first polarization scheme and the 
second polarization scheme are the same. 

15. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
random number. 

16. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
system characteristic of a user*s system, 

17. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the polarization seed comprises an 
authorization code for a user received from a trusted source. 

18. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
dynamic system characteristic of a user's system, which varies as a function of time, and 
further comprising repolarizing the polarized digital work and the polarized system 
context using the dynamic system characteristic each time the application is accessed for 
transformation of the digital work into presentation data. 
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19. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the digital work comprises a 
document comprising digital content and format information. 

20. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the resource information comprises 
an environment of resource elements including display coordinates, volume, color palette 
and font tables. 

21. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
dynamic system characteristic of an intended user system. 

22. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the digital work comprises a digital 
audio work comprising an audio stream and resource information comprising sample rate, 
sample type and sample form. 

23. The digital work of claim 13, wherein the digital work comprises a digital 
video work comprising a video stream and resource information comprising sample rate, 
sample type and sample form. 

24. A method of protecting a digital work during replay, wherein the digital 
work comprises digital content and resource information, comprising: 

providing a replay application, wherein the replay application uses resource 
information to transform digital content into presentation data; 
providing a polarization seed; 

providing a polarized digital work, wherein the digital content has been polarized 
in accordance with a first polarization scheme which polarizes the digital content using 
the polarization seed while preserving the resource information, wherein the resource 
information is used by the application for transforming the digital content into 
presentation data; 
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providing a polarized system resource, wherein the system resource has been 
polarized in accordance with a second polarization scheme using the polarization seed; 
and 

executing the replay application, wherein the replay application uses the polarized 
system resource to transform the polarized digital work into presentation data. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the first and second polarization 
schemes are the same. 

26. The method of claim 24, further comprising providing the presentation 
data to an output device. 

27. The method of claim 24, wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
random number. 

28. The method of claim 24, further comprising executing the replay 
application on a user system and wherein the polarization seed comprises a system 
characteristic of the user's system. 

29. The method of claim 24, wherein the polarization seed comprises an 
authorization code received from a trusted source. 

30. A method of protecting a digital work during replay, wherein the digital 
work comprises digital content and resource information, comprising: 

providing a first replay application, wherein the first replay application uses 
resource information to transform digital content into presentation data; 

providing a second replay application, wherein the second replay application uses 
resource information to transform presentation data into image data for display on an 
output device; 

providing a polarization seed; 
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providing a polarized digital work, wherein the digital content has been polarized 
in accordance with a first polarization scheme which polarizes the digital content using 
the polarization seed while preserving the resource information, wherein the resource 
information is used by the application for transforming the digital content into 
presentation data; 

providing a polarized system resource, wherein the system resource has been 
polarized in accordance with a second polarization scheme using the polarization seed; 

executing the first replay application, wherein the first replay application uses the 
polarized system resource to transform the polarized digital work into partially 
unpolarized presentation data; and 

executing the second replay application, wherein the second replay application 
uses the polarized system resource to transform the partially unpolarized presentation data 
into image data 

3 1 . The method of claim 30, further comprising providing the image data to an 
output device. 

32. The method of claim 30 wherein the polarization seed comprises a random 
number. 

33. The method of claim 30, further comprising executing the first and second 
replay applications on a user system and wherein the polarization seed comprises a 
system characteristic of the user's system. 

34. The method of claim 30, wherein the polarization seed comprises an 
authorization code received from a trusted source. 
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